
Advanced Essay Writing:  Points To Consider When Planning

Yes, planning! 
Essays are always considerably better when planned.

Read the instructions carefully.
Are you being asked to compare other peoples opinions? Choose a solution? Give your own opinion?  
Mark the keywords in the rubric, and have this clear in your head before you start your plan.  

Paraphrase where possible.
Do not lift material from the rubric. 

Make sure your viewpoint is clear throughout.
When introducing oposing opinions, use structures that make clear you do not share them:

• Although many believe...  
• Surprisingly, it is often claimed... 

Remember you are writing for an examiner. 
What do they want to see?  What are their marking criteria?  It is essential you plan with this in mind. 

Before you start, think about structures, vocabulary and style.
Think of  a couple of advanced grammatical structures*, some high level vocabulary and a 
rhetorical device+ or two, note them down and then plan the rest around them.

*eg. inverted conditionals, adjective + though, emphatic inversion, etc.
+eg. repetition: 

• Respect, true respect, is a two-way process.
• If they sit up, and if they take notice, only then will they learn the truth.
• The more we are exposed to it, and the more we experience it, the fewer problems 

we will have.

Don't be too verbose! 
Do not over-complicate your language!  Keep your sentences logical and clear and not too long.

Does your introduction introduce?
Introductions are to introduce the topic in general, not individual points or examples.  They must pique
the interest of the reader and encourage them to read on.  Why not begin your introduction with a 
bold statement and end it with a rhetorical question?

Does your conclusion conclude?
Similarly, the conclusion must not be used to add new thoughts. It is a distillation of the main body, 
echoing the introduction and strengthening the opinion. It must feel like an ending.

What is the topic of each main paragraph?
Each paragraph should have a clear single topic.  If you would find it difficult to give the paragraph a 
heading, then the topic is blurred.

Use linking devices.
Connect your ideas within sentences, between sentences and between paragraphs.

Give examples and explanations.
Every point you make must be expanded with examples and/or explanations. Use fewer, well-
explained points, rather than lots of ideas that lack expansion.  Plan them first.



Useful phrases:
Impersonal points of view
There are those who say that...
It is often said that...
A common opinion is that...
A popular belief is that...
It can be argued that...
It is generally accepted that...

Personal opinions
My personal view is that...
It seems to me that...
I tend to believe that...
I am of the opinion that..
I would argue that...
In my experience...

Generalising
Generally speaking,
On the whole,
Typically,
By and large
..may/might/could.....
Often/frequently/sometimes/commonly

Commenting
Of course, 
Adverbs: naturally, evidently, honestly, 
seriously, ideally, personally, surprisingly, 
obviously, clearly, surely, undoubtedly, 
frankly, admittedly.

Examples and evidence
For example,
For instance,
A good illustration of this is
If we take an example

Cause and effect
One reason for this is
The immediate cause of this
This has resulted in
This has led to

Concluding
To summarise
In conclusion
On balance,
This is a complex issue with no clear answers
If we look at both sides of the argument


